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There is a tendency among students, especially those 
who study characteristically apolitical subjects, to 
engage with social discourse with an apolitical, fact-
of-the-matter attitude. While unflinching devotion to 
objectivity and factualism is certainly a virtue to be 
commended, neutrality in times of increasing political 
polarization, perhaps by one side more so than the 
other, is not. In this editorial, I seek to break down 
why ‘apoliticism’ is harmful to both society and the 
individual. 

Firstly, we must understand that being apolitical does 
not directly translate to an individual being divorced 
from the world of politics entirely. While the refusal 
to form and hold strong and passionate opinions 
about one’s environment does give the impression 
of virtuous neutrality, apoliticism is in fact tacit 
support for the status quo. Radicals on both sides of 
the political aisle want to drastically alter, or even 
overturn, the present state of things, while moderates 
want to uphold it and tweak it to their preferences. 
Those who identify as apolitical, however,  either 
knowingly or unknowingly, stand in rather uncritical 
support of the status quo. 

How? Centuries of historical developments 
have brought the world to where it is today, and 
centuries more will take it forward. Apoliticism 
fails to acknowledge that history is determined by 
materialistic forces, and as such subscribes to the ‘end 
of history theory’. Furthermore, decades of social and 
cultural conditioning have taught us to be satisfied 
with how things stand, and have normalized the most 
outrageous of practices for us. Apoliticism, again, 
fails to note that society never remains static, and 
will inevitably change its course. The direction of the 
course, however, is determined by which political and 
social tendency dominates the discourse. Change will 
happen, either with or without the apolitical consent. 

Secondly, being apolitical makes one prime for 
political indoctrination into ultra-radical and corrosive 
movements such as the Alt-Right. While this might 
appear a stretch, let me explain. Ever watched 
PewDiePie, or even CarryMinati? I’m sure you have at 
least heard of them. While there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with watching their content, we must take into 
account the undertones and connotations it carries. 
See, PewDiePie has been accused of using racial 
slurs and spreading anti-semitism, and CarryMinati 
has made anti-LGBT comments. While the right 
combination of digital and political literacy would 
teach an individual to steer right past these messages, 
the lack of political awareness, and of a political lens, 
often leads unthinking viewers into darker paths. 

The PewDiePie to Alt-right pathway has infamously 
been dubbed the PewDiePipeline, and understandably 
so. Exposure and absorption of such content sends 
signals to the online algorithms that most of us have 
become subject to, and before you know it, your 
YouTube homepage would be flooded with Anti-
SJW compilations, which would then gently lead you 
to conservative commentary channels. Enough time 
spent with these channels would inevitably radicalize 
you, and would lead you down the winding path that 
goes through the deepest depths of Reddit, 4Chan, 
8Chan, and the like. Anyone who has been on the 
internet for a considerable amount of time certainly 
remembers GamerGate, I know I certainly do. The 
connections between edgy jokes, satirical slurs, ironic 
hate and Alt-Right indoctrination are not hard to draw. 

Thirdly, and lastly, the adoption of apolitical attitudes 
most often leads to the embracing of unthought-out, 
‘Tech-Bro’ solutions to complex, multidimensional 
problems. I have met many a science student who 
unironically, and uncritically, worship the likes of 
Elon Musk, Bill Gates, and Jeff Bezos, to the point that 
they look to them for guidance in political matters. Of 
course, these people have their place in society and 
the discourse, but they should not be sought after for 
solutions to social, political, and economic problems. 
A host of Musk’s bigger projects have been criticized 
by industry experts for their sheer impracticality, and 
his own personal history is nothing to be appreciated. 
The solutions to such problems are never just to let 
technology, science, human ingenuity, or the genius 
of the free market ‘loose’ on them, but to think them 
out as a society, and to let solutions find themselves in 
the marketplace of ideas. 

Magazines such as Politicia exist to expose our readers 
to varied perspectives, that they may or may not agree 
with, but which force them to formulate their own 
opinions. This time, Politicia features a varied roster 
of topics that ranges from PM Modi’s visit to the 
US to the Lakhimpur incident. The cover story itself 
focuses on the recent Afghanistan crisis.

For any submissions or queries, please do not hesitate 
to write to politicia@welhamboys.org. Every member 
of the student body is encoureged to read and write 
for school magazines.

Samanyu Malik
Editor - In - Chief
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Surprisingly, the Congress party has dominated the 
headlines for the last few weeks. Unsurprisingly, 
most of this coverage is negative. Apart from an 
increasingly embarrassing kerfuffle in Punjab, the 
Congress has seen a string of rebukes and attacks 
from fellow opposition parties. It is battling 
with the left, facing an increasing number of 
defections to the TMC, including the ex-CM of 
Goa. Simultaneously, the DMK has sidelined the 
Congress in Tamil Nadu, refusing to give them 
their promised Rajya Sabha seat and Akhilesh 
Yadav, an erstwhile ally, has essentially rebuked 
the Congress’ advances in the upcoming UP 
elections. The list goes on.  

There is a reason that regional parties are 
cannibalizing their big brother. And that reason is 
the politics of survival. In 2014 regional parties got 
39% of the votes. In 2019 their voter share was only 
26.4%. The Congress meanwhile, has maintained 
a sturdy base of about 20%, and regional parties 
have realised that it is easier to take this base from 
the feeble Congress than the formidable BJP. 

This new strategy has a few primary causes.  

First, since a lot of regional parties are offshoots 
of the Congress, they can easily poach the votes of 
the Congress. This is because they share a mostly 
similar vote bank, and will have no problem 
merging Congress supporters with their base. 

Also, regional parties no longer need the Congress. 
Even after the Mandal churning of the 90s, the 
Congress maintained its core vote bank and leaders 
from Lalu Yadav to Akhilesh Yadav needed this 
vote bank to stay in power. Today these parties 
don’t think this is necessary. After all, the Congress 
was responsible for reducing the tally of the SP in 
UP and the RJD in Bihar. Other parties saw this, 
and are instead choosing to embrace the path laid 
out by TMC— of a Congress mukt opposition to 
the BJP. 

Furthermore, there is a lack of confidence in the 
Congress party to attract votes. With a bumbling 

leadership, and repeated losses in national 
elections, regional leaders have no reason to stand 
with the Congress. 

This has been exacerbated by the lack of similarities 
between the goals of the various opposition parties. 
A Congress revival built on opposition to the BJP 
will yield no results for the regional parties that 
they cannot achieve on their own. Furthermore, 
this revival in any state, will take away more votes 
from regional parties than it will from the BJP. 
Therefore Rahul Gandhi’s “Congress revival” 
plan is as much a threat to regional parties as it is 
to the BJP. 

The last reason is, of course the personal ambitions 
of these regional satraps. Each Chief Minister, 
from Stalin to Mamta Banerjee, wants to sit on the 
throne in Delhi, and each of them realize that this is 
not possible with the Gandhi family commanding 
20% of the Nation’s votes. 

Therefore, to be at the forefront of beating the 
BJP they realize that it is essential to first beat the 
Congress. 

Mrinank Chandar
Class XII Hum

Online Edition

An Old Lion At The Mercy of 
Vultures

Takeaways From The Prime 
Minister’s Visit To The US

The Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, 
recently made an important trip to the United 
States of America. This trip was supposed 
to be the first major overseas trip after two 
years because of the Covid pandemic. He had 
a bilateral dialogue with USA President Joe 
Biden, a delegation-level meeting with US Vice 
President Kamala Harris, conferences with 
five CEOs of US corporations, and the main 
highlight of the visit: the Quad summit. It was 
the first-ever in-person Quad Summit, the first 
meeting with Japanese and Australian PMs. PM 
Modi’s first meeting ever with Kamala Harris, 
who has been very critical of Modi’s policy on 
issues like Kashmir, EAM Jaishankar’s boycott 
of a meeting with US Congresswoman Jayapal 
on human rights issues, the Delhi riots, etc. 
This was his first visit since Howdy Modi and 
Namaste Trump public rallies with the new US 
administration. 

Some highlights of the meeting-:

1) Focus on Indo-Pacific: It was regarding the 
necessity for an unrestricted Indo-Pacific where 
a rules-based order is followed, a common theme 
in all the conversations. There were no personal 
mentions of China and no harsh language was 
seen in Quad meetings in 2019- symbolizing the 
Biden administration is taking a more diplomatic 
tack. 

2) Post-Covid Recovery: Cooperating on 
countering covid and the post covid economic 
recovery was an important subject. PM Modi was 
appreciated for the decision to start transporting 
vaccines from next month. In particular, the Quad 
vaccine initiative, which will see the Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine being manufactured in India, 
supported by the US and administered in South 
East Asia by Japan and Australia. However, 
India’s  requirements for vaccine indemnity 
from US manufacturers, and assistance for the 
India-South Africa joint motion at the WTO for 
a waiver on patent rights for covid vaccines and 
medicines, did not find mention.

3) Climate Change: The Quad nations agreed 
to pursue efforts to limit global warming to 
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and to update 
or communicate ambitious NDCs by the 
forthcoming UK conference on Climate change 
at COP26. This was a key ask of India from Mr. 
Kerry. He wanted India’s assurance on 450GW 
of renewable energy, NetZero emissions and 
ending coal usage for thermal power on the 
NDCs.

4) Afghanistan: Human Rights and Terrorism: 
The language on Afghanistan was probably the 
most vital part of both joint statements, and all 
the leaders discussed it in various meetings. In 
particular, they spoke of cooperating to implement 
the UNSCR 2593, ensuring Afghanistan territory 
is not used to shelter or train terrorists, plan or 
finance terrorist acts, use terrorist proxies, and 
cross-border attacks.

5) Democracy as a Common Bond: Both 
Biden and Harris repeatedly emphasized the 
need to respect the values of democracy. Harris 
concluded her statement to the media by speaking 
directly to the Prime Minister “in defense of 
the principles of democratic organization and 
institutions in our countries.” Prime Minister 
Modi then invited Harris to Delhi.

6) Soft Issues about Safety: Global problems 
such as climate change, covid cooperation, 
technology, supply chains were issues of 
priority. Much time was invested in laying the 
groundwork for future talks. 

To conclude, the visit was a success. All in 
all, the visit was a good step towards foreign 
relations. Some discussion about democracy and 
civil rights seemed to refer to Modi’s leadership 
in India. One hopes this momentum continues.

Pranay Singh Dhaka 
Class X



Over the past few years, India has been locked 
in a soft war with China ever since it announced 
the building of the China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor that is being built in Pakistan as a segment 
of China’s Belt and Road Initiative. Ever since 
India has objected to the project and has amassed 
international support against China’s sleazy 
attempts to gain territorial control over areas 
outside it’s jurisdiction. And what China is doing 
is troubling.

China has long been a country that has been hungry 
for expanding its territory by any means possible, 
and this fact has constantly been reinforced by the 
disputes that take place regularly in the South China 
Sea. And given its current influence over Nepalese 
politics and its breach of the LAC in the Galwan 
Valley, its voraciousness for territorial control isn’t 
stopping anytime soon.

Under the guidance of the Belt and Road Initiative, 
China has long been spreading its influence 
worldwide, from African countries like Kenya and 
Djibouti to European countries like Italy to Asian 
countries like Singapore, Bangladesh, Tajikistan, 
and particularly Pakistan. It has been allowed to 
build infrastructure projects in these countries 
since the Chinese have provided loans and waivers 
to these cash-strapped countries. The availability 
of cheap credit was enough for these countries 
since they were already backward and debt-laden, 
with these loans acting as credit injections into 
the economy prompted by the construction of 
infrastructure projects, which is helping them to 
improve trade and commerce-related activities, as 
well as intra state migration for their citizens.

This is called Debt-Trap Diplomacy. Suppose the 
governments can’t pay back the principal amounts 
within the time frame that had been negotiated. 
In that case, China forces them to give up control 
over certain parts of their territories by having them 
leased for their personal use. This exact case had 
happened with Sri Lanka’s Hambantota Port, which 
China has contracted for the next 99 years after Sri 
Lanka could not pay back debts amounting to $1 
billion. In Pakistan, China has played its cards well 
enough since it is now in charge of the construction 
of the Gwadar Port and the entire transportation 
network connecting to its base in the North, which 
passes through the region of Gilgit-Baltistan, which 
India claims is disputed territory, and accusing 
China of violating the territorial norms.
Howsoever, the existence of the Gwadar Port 

enables China to procure its goods and freight 
by cutting the commute to its earlier port on its 
mainland and saving a third of the shipping and 
weight costs. Furthermore, it provides China access 
to the territory near the Arabian Sea and the Indian 
Ocean to a large extent, enabling it to overcome the 
troublesome region of the Straits of Malacca in the 
South China Sea.

The Straits of Malacca in the South China Sea is an 
essential factor for China having control over that 
particular region because ships that carried freight 
and goods bound for China had to pass through 
them, and thus come into close contact with the 
neighboring countries, such as Taiwan. Taiwan is 
opposed to the muscular nationalism of the CPC 
and resists its moves to make a clear annexation 
with the Chinese mainland. 

China has also amassed its influence over countries 
like Djibouti and Mauritius that act like outward 
posts for their naval activities. Since Djibouti is 
the new strategic horn of Africa due to being close 
to the Suez Canal, China has established its first 
international military base in Djibouti by providing 
them the same promises that it had delivered other 
countries in Africa to spread its influence. It has 
also established its influence in the South East 
Asia, whereby it has facilitated the construction 
of railway networks in countries like Bangladesh, 
Thailand, and Singapore. 

Regardless, China has gained quite some control 
in the majority of the areas, thereby successfully 
encircling India by using the ports and junctions 
as control points across the Indian Ocean. It is this 
move that Indian defense analysts have termed as 
The String of Pearls.

Looking at such a situation, it does seem to 
compromise India concerning its commercial and 
security interests. Since it has long been labeled 
as a territorial buffer against Chinese cultural 
and territorial influence in the continent, India 
has received support from countries interested 
in countering this Chinese influence across the 
subcontinent. As a result, India has partnered up 
with the USA, Australia, and Japan to counteract 
this Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean, under 
the name of a pact that has since been termed as 
India-USA-Japan-Australia Quadrilateral, which 
aims at curbing Chinese influence in the continent 
by holding military drills and patrols in the Indian 
Ocean. 

The String of Pearls

07Politicia06 Politicia

Online Edition Welham Boys’ School

The Changing Orientation 
of the Middle East

History bears witness to the perpetual conflict and 
imbalance in the middle east. From the days of the 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization, the crusades, the days 
of Genghis Khan and Alexander the great and even the 
exploitative years of the European colonization, the 
region has seen it all. Due to the change of events in 
the last half century, the power dynamic in the middle 
east has changed dramatically.

To put this into context, it is worth knowing that the 
middle east has the largest crude oil reserves on the 
planet. Furthermore, the middle east is an integral 
artery in global sea and air routes. For those travelling 
from west to east, the middle east is an important transit 
point with access to hubs like Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Doha, 
and Muscat. With the existence of the Suez Canal, the 
middle east is where all trade exports and imports meet 
on being shipped to and from Europe and the Americas 
to Asia, East Africa and Oceania. 

Having known all such geographical merits to the 
region and the stakes it holds at a global level, it is 
worrying to see that the existing political set up in the 
region has made it more fragile.

At present the middle east is ruled by several monarchies 
such as Saudi Arabia, Oman, U.A.E and Jordan. Syria, 
although not a monarchy, can be classified as an 
autocracy with Bashar Al-Assad leading the nation for 
a considerable amount of time. Iran’s political system 
is led by the religious Leader Ali Khamenei, whose 
stand will guide any and all diplomatically elected 
government policies. Finally, what can be called as 
democracies are Iran, Israel, Lebanon, and Turkey. 

Since the gulf war the middle east nations are broadly 
classified as nations who support the USA and those 
who do not. The US has had many conquests in the 
region, be it the gulf war, the war on terror or the 2003 
invasion of Iraq and all these saw forward deployment 
of US forces. In this case states seeking US money in 
the region became an abode to NATO forces namely, 
Uzbekistan, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Qatar. However, a 
strong anti-US coalition exists too, comprisesing Syria, 
Iran and to some extent Turkey. In the past the middle 
east was ridden internally with conflict, especially a 
pan-lateral anti-Israel sentiment has existed widely 
across the majorly Muslim nations.

In the last 5 years the Arab world has changed from 
its old stance. Israel and the Arab world previously 
had a hard time getting along due to the Six Day War, 
the ensuing Yom Kippur War and the Lebanon War. 

However, the past few years have seen sweetening in 
these sour relations, starting from US president Donald 
Trump’s Middle East peace deal between the UAE, 
Bahrain and Israel. As seen in the latest 2021 Israel-
Palestine conflict, Arab states have not been keenly 
vocal for the Palestinian cause. The so-called Arab 
Israeli alliance against Iran is steadily strengthening, 
with many Arab states opening airspace to Israeli 
aircraft and holding secret talks between leaders. 
The alliance’s goal is predictable as going against the 
Iranians and Turks, especially after the 2019 Turkish 
offensive in Syria. 

Eventual middle east peace would be a win-win for 
the whole region however, if there would be anybody 
relieved they would be Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. 
Yemen is in a state of complete despair and it can be 
described as a rogue state whereas Syria and Lebanon 
are together softening up to Russian influence. By 
helping each other Bashar Al-Assad is bringing his 
close ties with Russia to the Lebanese. Lebanon in 
its case has been in a very troubled place. After a 
stubbornly unending economic and political crisis post 
the Beirut port explosion, the nation has been pushed 
to the extremes. The situation has reached such a high 
that the Lebanese high command negotiated with the 
UN recognized terror group, the Hezbollah, in order 
to secure crude oil for its depleted nation. Such a deal 
has come at a diplomatic cost where Saudi Arabia has 
been upset by such an act pushing Lebanon closer than 
it already is to the Russian sphere of influence.

In conclusion, a very earie picture can come to 
anyone’s mind and that is that the diplomatic fallout 
as illustrated above is set to push either side of the 
middle east against the other. This can and will 
have consequences on all fronts and a confrontation 
between either side can be expected on any front be 
it on the battlefield or the stock market. Similar to the 
events of the 1973 oil crisis, the Arab spring and the 
piracy of the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman. India 
with its cautious approach to such global matters can 
be expected to be approached by Arab states and the 
Iranians for more trade and cooperation and see more 
hostility from Turkey. Be that as it may, surely the 
world’s two military giants, USA and Russia can be 
expected to stick around for a while.

-Trayambak Pathak
 Class X
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Pandora has origins in the Greek language, meaning 
opening a box. The purpose of the pandora papers is to 
uncover the various monetary frauds being committed 
by the top 1% elite, who dictate the financial system 
the world. This is the largest investigation ever 
conducted in the history of financial journalism. The 
Pandora Papers are an even bigger reveal than the 
famous Panama Papers, which had one off-shore 
information provider. Here the data being provided 
is from 14 different sources which includes law firms 
and many other middle men as well. The report aims to 
expose how the ultra-rich are not paying back society 
even in the form of  basic taxes they should be paying. 
The mentioned ultra-rich include all sorts of people, 
including Prime Ministers, Presidents, other important 
leaders, bureaucrats, sportspersons businessmen 
and industrialists among others. The Pandora Papers 
happens to be the research and conclusions of 600 
journalists representing 150 outlets from 117 nations. 
These include prestigious media outlets like the BBC, 
the Guardian, The Indian Express, The Washington 
Post among others. The journalists from all these 
organizations sat and compiled raw data including 6.4 
million documents, 100,000 images, and 1.2 million 
images. These were analyzed and after published after 
2 years. The exposes this year were big; they were not 
all illegal but they certainly drew criticism for being 
unethical. 

The current tax laws across the world have many 
loopholes, especially because of the difference in the 
taxation systems of the nations of the world. There 
are various nations with a negligible tax percentage. 
These are tax havens and the ultra-rich buy citizenship 
of these nations, set up shell companies and use them 
for all major transactions, including buying major 
properties, private jets, boats and cars, among other 
expensive things. These companies are however not 
directly owned by these important personalities; 
someone else owns it for them. The money from the 
earnings of these ultra-rich is shown to be a part of 
such companies earning and so it is taxed as per the 
laws of these tax heavens. But there are more ways to 
do this. Some of these methods include creating trusts 
and laundering money, among others. 

The Pandora Papers have exposed the real owners of 
29,000 shell companies, who have been exploiting 
the above-mentioned loopholes to exploit the system 
and get away without paying the required amount 
of taxes. The ultra-rich hire experts like lawyers and 
accountants who find these loopholes and prevent 
them from paying what they deserve to pay. This 
results in the other 99% of the world’s population, 
who are not so privileged, bearing a higher tax load 

than they deserve. These papers have managed to 
expose a great deal of celebrities and leaders including 
the king of Jordan--King Abdullah, Vladimir Putin, 
important politicians of the United Kingdom and the 
Indian cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar, among others. 
The most unsettling part is that many of the people 
who have been exposed are those who choose to call 
themselves “The Representatives of The People” 
including reputed leaders from across the world.

After this expose various nations have a suggested 
the implementation of a global tax policy giving each 
nation a minimum tax percentage to demand for, 
depending upon annual income. This will reduce the 
possibility of such unethical fraud, however will still 
be very hard to implement; this is because no one can 
dictate terms to a nation as that will be violating the 
nations sovereignty. This will create a global conflict 
and might even further complicate problems. Though 
it is undeniable that certain changes in our tax laws 
are necessary, and the unethical actions of the ultra-
rich should be stopped. At the end of the day everyone 
deserves a quality life, as equal partners in an equal 
financial system. 

-Abhyuday Tulsyan 
 X

The Pandora Papers
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All of these countermeasures certainly act as a 
countermeasure against Chinese influence in the 
world. Given the current dislike and criticism it 
has been facing, the Coronavirus has worked as a 
nail in its coffin, reversing the sway they held over 
all of those countries and themselves destroying 
the narrative of events put into motion in the first 
place. Regardless of this, we cannot expect The 
Dragon to keep its head low since it has always 

been notoriously difficult to comprehend, analyze 
and negotiate with. Their skills in secrecy and 
motive have always been unmatched and they 
have a drive to assert dominance over the entire 
world.

Shrey Joshi
X

What is Politics?
When one hears the term ‘politics’ several thoughts 
come up. Some of them are associated with activities 
such as elections and campaigns while some with 
money laundering and harassment of people in order 
to procure votes. If we take a minute and try to realize 
the very importance of politics, we would probably 
jump to the conclusion that it is a key feature of 
democracy. Well in the real world this whole scenario 
of politics is much more complex than it looks. Some 
or other aspect of politics can be seen everywhere, 
even in our school the very system of elections where 
people get the power to choose their own leaders. One 
key feature that elections focus on is the execution of 
leadership skills. Choosing a leader not just means 
allowing someone to represent us but having faith and 
belief in that particular person for our future. Another 
aspect under the light when talking about governance 
in a country or state is the education level of our 
elected ones. In my opinion, having a mindset of your
own does matter even if you are a part of an 
organization or a group driven by common ideologies 
and being led by someone else. In India, the illiteracy 
level problem somehow makes the whole procedure 
and the system vulnerable. The uneducated ministers 
somehow become puppets of people standing higher in 
the hierarchy. Only some of these people actually are 
able to do justice when it comes to giving more value 
to the public’s welfare over their personal welfare.

To this it becomes very important to give preference 
to people who actually dream of a bright future for 
the upcoming generations than people who get the 
positions not on the basis of their capabilities but due 
to their family involvement in politics. Now people 
change from time to time in accordance with their 
needs. Same happens with some of our elected leaders 
where only some are able to keep their words. Such 
behaviour raises a question— is choosing our leaders 
in such a way a reliable method?

Now, this has become very common to hear that 
everything has its own good and bad characteristics. 

Well, politics is no different. In today’s time, people by 
default have a tendency to point out more of mistakes 
made than good actions done by the system. Maybe 
they are the actual colours of our elected leaders or just 
blind acceptance by our people on baseless allegations 
put forward by the opposition. A very common human 
trait is that one never like one’s rival’s progress. The 
very same thing can made out of everyday articles 
and publications the press provides us with. The 
politicians on both the sides of the argument try their 
best to bring down the other ones, sometimes even 
knowing that their actions won’t do any good just like 
their made-up arguments! This again does not help the 
system but puts the public in a dilemma making them 
think whether the elected government is doing any 
good to the nation or just enjoying the pride of being 
the decision-maker.

In the end, answering the question that whether the 
whole process of politics is good or bad still isn’t easy 
to answer. Somehow in order to make the purpose of 
democracy fair, politics needs to get involved. On the 
other hand, involving politics brings some unwanted 
things as well such as money laundering, disadvantage 
of illiterate leadership, harassment of people leading 
to insecurity and many other bad things which do not 
add on to fair politics. However, one way we can end 
this quest is by making it our responsibility to carry 
out all the aspects of politics in a free and fair manner  
whether we are electing our leaders or we ourselves 
are contesting for one.

Several new ways of governance and politics can be 
crafted out every now and then with both complications 
and advantages but till the time we don’t do it in a fair 
manner, justice won’t be done to any of them.

Keshav Agarwal
X

Credit: Alok Nirantar
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The Bangladesh War in 
Retrospect
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Bangladesh holds a very special place in south Asian 
politics, as it is the only country to have unilaterally 
broken away from another country and went on to 
become a full-time member of the United Nations. 
It is very natural that members of the international 
community condemn unilateral secessions. It was 
practically unknown for the international community 
as a whole to accept an act of unilateral secession. To 
date, Bangladesh is the only state that has broken away 
from another state without permission and has managed 
to gain full international acceptance. The question is, 
how were they able to pull this off? How did they 
manage to gain international acceptance despite having 
unilaterally seceded? 

Even though Bangladesh has marked 50 years of 
independence, the Dhaka government wants an official 
apology from Pakistan for killing 3 million people in 
offensive attacks launched in major cities by Pakistani 
forces back in March 1971. The attacks were meant 
to eliminate all opposition against the West Pakistani 
rule in then East Pakistan. This militia raid took place 
after the Indian backed Mukti Bahini fighters had taken 
control of several cities, announcing the creation of 
a new state. This political drama happened just after 
Mujibir Rahman’s Awami League had won a decisive 
majority in Pakistan’s 1970 parliamentary elections, 
crushing Zulfiqar Bhutto’s People’s Party. Furthermore, 
Yahya Khan, Pakistan’s military dictator, cancelled the 
parliamentary meeting in 1971 and refused to transfer 
Federal powers to East Pakistan; this led to a chaotic 
situation in East Pakistan as several ‘pro’-Pakistan 
Biharies were executed by local Bengali militias, 
which then became the pretext for Pakistan’s Operation 
Searchlight. In the months following, the conflict 
intensified. Several human rights reports proved that 
there were mass atrocities committed by Pakistani 
forces and their allies in the province, including acts 
of genocide. As a result, international opinion began 
to turn against Pakistan. Later in December of 1971, 
India formally entered the war. They not only sent 
troops to the Bangladesh region but also recognized its 
independence. This had a decisive effect on the course 
of the war. In the coming months, other countries started 
recognizing Bangladesh. On 25th January 1972, the 
Soviet Union recognized Bangladesh as an independent 
state. There certainly was a reason behind the Soviet 
Union recognizing Bangladesh.

Bangladesh was not only close allies with India but 
Moscow also supported the new country as it spotted 
the chance to weaken Pakistan - a key US ally in the 
region. 10 days later, on 4 February, Britain became the 
first major Western country to recognize the new state, 
followed by France. This left out the United States, a 

close ally to Pakistan. They were also worried about 
the possibility of Indian and Soviet influence over the 
new country. The decision was also influenced by the 
growing international acceptance of the new state, 
not least of all by its close Western allies. Therefore, 
Washington recognized Bangladesh on 4 April 1972. 
This led to Bangladesh’s independence soon being 
accepted by a large part of the international community. 
Although it had been recognized by key international 
powers, Bangladesh’s path to UN membership was not 
over yet. This was down to the position of the 5th and 
final permanent member of the UN Security Council: 
China. The problem for Bangladesh was bad timing. 
As in late 1971, the UN expelled the representative of 
the Republic of China, based in Taiwan, and instead 
welcomed the People’s Republic of China as the 
legitimate Chinese representative to the organization. 
During those times communist China and Pakistan had 
close allies that were largely shaped by their mutual 
antipathy towards India and the Soviet Union. As a 
result, and acting on a request from Pakistan, Beijing 
blocked the Security Council by vetoing Bangladesh’s 
request to join the UN; nothing could be done because 
it was necessary for the recommendation to the 
membership. This was repeated, when Bangladesh 
made the second application for membership in 1973. 
However, in early 1974, following pressure from many 
countries, Pakistan had to bow to the inevitable and 
recognized Bangladesh as an independent state. Later 
that year, Bangladesh applied to join the UN for the 
third time.

This time, it received the necessary recommendation 
from the Security Council. On 17 September 1974, 
the UN General Assembly accepted Bangladesh as the 
organization’s 136th member. 

With respect to the internal politics in the region, 
Bangladesh was a fragile economy and without financial 
support, their survival as an independent country was 
difficult. But with financial support from India and the 
Soviet Union, they were able to sustain their economy. 
After the first election, Sheikh Mujbur Rahman, the 
father of the nation, was sworn in as the first president 
of Bangladesh. From then, Bangladesh has faced 
many political instabilities including several political 
assassinations including that of Sheikh Rahman, 
multiple riots and military coups. But still, they have 
faced all the challenges  and emerged as one of the most 
prosperous countries in the region. 

-Parth Tiwari
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29 October

1814

1927

1929

1969

1972

1983

1998

The Demologos, the first 
steam-powered warship, 
launched in New York City.

Russian archaeologist Peter 
Kozloff apparently uncovers 
the tomb of Genghis Khan 
in the Gobi Desert, a claim 
still in dispute.

Black Tuesday--the most 
catastrophic day in stock 
market history, the herald 
of the Great Depression. 
16 million shares were 
sold at declining prices. By 
mid-November $30 billion 
of the $80 billion worth of 
stocks listed in September 
will have been wiped out.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
orders immediate deseg-
regation, superseding the 
previousv“with all deliberate 
speed” ruling.

Palestinian guerrillas kill 
an airport employee and 
hijack a plane, carrying 
27 passengers, to Cuba. 
They force West Germany 
to release 3 terrorists who 
were involved in the Munich 
Massacre.

More than 500,000 people 
protest in The Hague, The 
Netherlands, against cruise
missiles.

South Africa’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
reports condemns both 
sides on the Apartheid issue 
for committing atrocities.

30 October

1485

1838

1905

1918

1922

1961

1985

Henry VII of England 
crowned.

Oberlin Collegiate Institute 
in Lorian County, Ohio 
becomes the first college 
in the U.S. to admit female 
students.

The czar of Russia issues 
the October Manifesto, 
granting civil liberties and 
elections in an attempt 
to avert the burgeoning 
support for revolution.

Turkey signs an armistice 
with the Allies, agreeing to 
end hostilities at noon,
October 31.

Mussolini sends his black 
shirts into Rome. The 
Fascist takeover is almost
without bloodshed. The 
next day, Mussolini is made 
prime minister. Mussolini
centralized all power in 
himself as leader of the 
Fascist party and attempted
to create an Italian empire, 
ultimately in alliance with 
Hitler’s Germany.

The USSR detonates “Tsar 
Bomba,” a 50-megaton 
hydrogen bomb; it is still
(2013) the largest explosive 
device of any kind over 
detonated.

Space Shuttle Challenger 
lifts off for its final 
successful mission.

This Day, That Year
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On the 2nd of October, there was a prize 
distribution ceremony at a school in union minister 
of State for Home Ajay Misra Teni’s hometown 
Banbirpur, where the Deputy Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh Keshav Prasad Maurya was invited 
as the event’s chief guest. He was also slated to 
inaugurate development projects in Lakhimpur 
Kheri on Sunday. After an extensive spread of 
this news, the Farmers Union decided to protest 
against the event and demanded cancellation. 
Reportedly, farmers were infuriated by Ajay Misra 
Teni’s remarks in a Lok Sabha Constituency. 
During his visit, the minister was shown black 
flags by a group of farmers prompting Ajay Misra 
Teni to warn them over ‘unruly’ behavior during 
protests. Keshav Prasad Maurya was flying by 
helicopter but thousands of farmers gathered at 
the helipad to make the helicopter’s landing close 
to impossible. The Deputy Chief Minister had 
to be taken by road to ensure his safety. Farmers 
also organized a ‘langar’ on that day in Tikunia. 
While everybody was returning from the langar, 
a car allegedly belonged to the union minister for 
Home Ajay Misra Teni’s son, Ashish Misra, ran 
over four farmers. Allegedly Ajay Misra also shot 
one farmers dead on the spot. Reportedly, this 
whole incident had eight casualties, including four 
farmers, three Bhartiya Janata Party Workers, and 
one Journalist named Ratan Kashyap. 

Ajay Mishra has denied all the allegations towards 
his son and turned a blind eye towards the casualties. 
Both the minister and his son claimed to have proof 
of Ashish Misra’s innocence. They also argued that 
the car was overturned because of stone-pelting, 
which led to their workers’ death. The Samyukta 
Kisan Morcha (SKM), the umbrella body of over 
40 farmer unions, has demanded murder charges 
against the union minister and his son. There have 
been many radical statements by the Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and many other 
leaders talking about taking strict actions against 
the farmers. Before the accused Ashish Misra 
was arrested, there were a lot of theories showing 
farmers in a negative light. The information that 
made things clear before the people was a video 
that circulated a day after. In the video, we can see 
three SUVs going at a very high speed in a chaotic 
gathering hitting the people in the protest blindly. 
Before this video surfaced, there was absolutely 
no action taken against the accused. 

On the 7th of October, The police requested 
Ashish Misra to come for interrogation by sticking 
a note outside Ajay Misra’s house. Of course, 

Ashish Misra did not turn up for the interrogation. 
The Lakhimpur matter was also brought to the 
Supreme Court, and the Chief Justice expressed 
their dissatisfaction towards the actions taken by 
the Uttar Pradesh Police and the government. After 
this, Ashish Misra was finally interrogated and 
taken into custody. The arrest came rather late and 
if this was an ordinary man or a farmer in Ashish 
Misra’s place, the police would have been the first 
ones to raise a concern. We do have inequality in 
this country; we do see it, but we, as the privileged 
of the society, choose to ignore it. 

Many opposition leaders decided to meet the family 
of the victims who got martyred in the Lakhimpur 
Incident. These opposition leaders were Rahul 
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi, and Akhilesh Yadav. 
The story doesn’t end here; the police stopped these 
leaders and didn’t allow them to meet the victims’ 
families. Is this what a democracy is? Akhilesh 
Yadav was put on house arrest, and the Uttar 
Pradesh Police detained Priyanka Gandhi. A video 
has gone viral in which Priyanka Gandhi is shown 
in a conflict with the Uttar Pradesh policemen. 
This is very unfortunate that government officials 
are setting such awful examples of democracy and 
freedom of speech. It’s ironic how Ajay Misra 
Teni is responsible for the Law and Order in the 
country, and within his guidance, such barbarous 
incidents have been taking place. 

Ajay Misra hasn’t resigned till now, but his party 
has made Varun Gandhi leave his position because 
he showed sympathy for the Lakhimpur Incident 
and made several posts on Twitter. Talking about 
sympathizing with the victims, no BJP leader 
has supported the Farmers except Varun Gandhi. 
There have been no statements from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi or Home Minister Amit 
Shah for the farmers who have been killed in the 
protest. Over 400 people have lost their lives in the 
farmers’ protest by now.

Talking about the 2022 Uttar Pradesh Polls, this 
would have a harmful impact because the votes 
of the farmers and the people who had some 
hopes left for the government will no more be left 
hopeful. Such events are self-destructive for the 
government. They are ruining their vote bank, and 
the tussle between Yogi Adityanath and Keshav 
Prasad Maurya only pushes the party to another 
big challenge. 

The National News Media has not given this event 
much attention. Instead of adequately showing 
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the news, the mainstream national media has 
demonstrated their support for the government 
and negatively portrayed the farmers. They 
have reported the information in such a manner 
that people form an opinion against the farmers 
and start hating them. Other than this, they have 
neglected the news and the issues in the farmers’ 
protest. The journalist who lost his life in the 
Lakhimpur incident was there to report the protest. 
His family members were interviewed in which 
they told they had been told to lie about Ratan’s 
death. The Aaj Tak Anchor said to them that the 
farmers killed Ratan using ‘lathi.’ In my opinion, 
the level of news media has dropped so low that 
they have to do such petty stuff to get TRP. 

To conclude, the whole massacre that happened at 
the Lakhimpur border is unacceptable. No matter 
how big of a personality Ashish Misra or Ajay 
Misra is, they deserve equal treatment just like any 
other criminal. We can’t even give Ajay Singh Teni 
the benefit of doubt. All that happened is because 
of him, from his radical remarks about farmers to 

his son killing farmers. The minister has abused 
the morality of democracy. All we can do is hope 
that such entitled brats who think they can do 
anything they feel like should be treated as per the 
law. We know that the authorities will still protect 
them, but the best we can do is protest against such 
corrupt personalities in the parliament. 

Pranay Singh Dhaka
Class X

Credit: Alok Nirantar
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The speedy rout of the Afghan forces resulting in the fall 
of the Afghan government to Taliban has indeed surprised 
the world. While even the most pessimist estimates 
predicted that it would take Taliban, a radicalised terrorist 
insurgent outfit, weeks if not months to overthrow the 
Afghan government backed by 1,80,000 strong army 
alongside the police. The debacle was hastened when 
even Kabul fell without a fight and the President decided 
to flee the country along with his Vice President and their 
families. Visuals of Taliban fighters gorging on delicacies 
at the presidential palace, with their Kalashnikov rifles 
next to them, are still fresh in everyone’s mind.

Be that as it may, we need to analyse the repercussions 
of the Taliban take-over of Afghanistan and how the geo-
political future is likely to unfold with special emphasis 
on the effect that it would have on the region as well as 
on India. Having excellent people-to-people relations 
with Afghans and having spent over $ 3 billion on various 
infrastructural projects in Afghanistan besides providing 
regular military aid, India is interested in ensuring a stable, 
friendly and peaceful Afghanistan capable of warding off 
Pakistani machinations. 

The implications of Taliban control of Afghanistan can be 
discussed at three levels. First and foremost is how the 
internal dynamics within Afghanistan are likely to play 
out. At the second level would be the effect the regime 
change is likely to have on the regional geo-politics. 
Finally, the global effect of this cataclysmic change. 

Domestic dynamics of Afghanistan

Afghanistan is a land locked multi-ethnic country with 
a population of approximately 3.8 crores. 99.7% of its 
population are followers of Islam. Tribal culture dominates 
and dictates the fiercely independent nature of the Afghans. 
In fact, tribal loyalties are invariably given precedence over 
religion. The country’s harsh and forbidding landscape 
of deserts and mountains has defeated the expansionist 
designs of many imperialistic powers in the past, the latest 
being the USSR and the USA.

Pashtuns are the largest tribe while other important ones 
are the Tajiks, Uzbeks and Hazaras. Close to 85 % of the 
Muslim population are conservative Sunnis, the balance 
being Shias, who mostly belong to the Hazara tribe. There 
have invariably been serious complaints of persecution of 
the Shias by the Sunnis, revealing a major Faultline.

The Taliban are predominantly a Pushtun force derived 
from 38-46% of the Pushtun population of Afghanistan. 
After the departure of the USSR forces in 1992, the Taliban 
launched a major struggle and after much bloodshed, 
came to power in 1996. The period from 1996 to 2001 
when they were in power, saw them unleash a reign of 

terror which the country had never seen before. They 
brutally enforced Sharia with public executions of those 
convicted of murder or adultery and amputation of those 
found guilty of theft. Men were forced to grow beards and 
women forced to wear burqas covering their whole body. 
Women were not allowed to work at places where the men 
worked.

The Taliban also gave shelter to Osama bin Laden and 
key Al-Qaeda figures in the wake of 11 September 2001 
attacks in the US. It was forced to relinquish power post 
NATO entry into Afghanistan in late 2001. Upon return 
to power, it has said it will enforce Sharia law rigorously 
and end mixed gender education. Women rights would be 
governed by Sharia law.

In the nineties, the rise of Taliban was fiercely opposed by 
the Northern Alliance and other tribal warlords like Abdul 
Rashid Dostum and Gulbuddin Hikmatyar. A similar 
possibility again cannot be ruled out. To further complicate 
matters, within Taliban itself, there are conflicting strains 
based on tribal loyalties, personal rivalries and varied 
levels of religious orthodoxy and conservatism. Rampant 
corruption, which is an inherent part of the survival 
culture of the tribes is also likely to be fully exploited by 
opportunistic partners like the Pakistanis and the Chinese.
 The possibility of the Taliban providing safe havens to 
terrorist organizations like Al-Qaeda, Islamic State (ISIS) 
and others with the passage of time cannot be ruled 
out. Domestically, existence of government supported 
terrorist organizations within the country is likely to lead 
to upheavals in the society and culture of Afghanistan, 
reverberations of which will not only be felt within the 
war-ravaged country but regionally as well as globally. 
Pakistan already exists as a live example of this scourge.

Thanks to the turbulence and infighting that Afghanistan 
has been exposed to for over last 40 years, the economy 
of the country is in shambles. For the past decade, it has 
been surviving primarily on international aid. Opium has 
been its largest and most valuable cash crop. The opium 
and drug trade which have sustained Taliban so far are 
increasingly coming under international scrutiny.

These conditions point to a strong possibility of 
Afghanistan becoming a failed state. The mad scramble 
to get out of Afghanistan not only by foreigners and 
minorities but also by moderate, progressive and saner 
elements of Afghan society heightens the likelihood of 
an implosion. Resultantly, the poor will be the biggest 
sufferers leading to mass scale exodus into neighboring 
countries.

Regional Consequences

A weak and a failing state is always a good target for 
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exploitation. Notwithstanding Pakistani denials, to a large 
extent, the Taliban is influenced by the ISI of Pakistan. 
Pakistan looks at Afghanistan as its strategic depth vis-à-vis 
India and is clandestinely manipulating the Taliban. A number 
of Taliban leaders’ families are residing in Pakistan and are 
beholden to it for its material and moral support. However, 
Pakistan is also concerned about a demand for a greater 
Pushtun homeland in Afghanistan, which incorporates some 
Pushtun populated areas on the Pakistani side of the Durand 
line.

The nexus between China and Pakistan is well known. These 
two have been the first to welcome Taliban’s ascent to power 
in Afghanistan. China’s use of its economic clout to gain geo 
strategic advantages for its expansionist designs is a technique 
which has proved to be successful both in Sri Lanka and 
Myanmar. As its stranglehold over an economically weak 
Pakistan increases, the next automatic target is a fragile 
Afghanistan especially now that there is a vacuum with the 
departure of the US and its allies. Rich mineral wealth of 
Afghanistan is an added advantage, besides a captive market 
for cheap Chinese consumer goods.

Russia too has welcomed the Taliban’s rise to power. Thus, a 
China-Russia- Pakistan axis seems to be emerging with the 
aim of controlling the levers of power in Afghanistan. With 
Iran ready to support any anti-US grouping, the regional 
balance appears to be tilting in favor of an aggressive China. 
A pledge by the Taliban not to support Xinjiang Muslims’ 
protests against Chinese atrocities further cements Chinese 
interests. In the light of the failure of the USSR and the US in 
the past, how well the Chinese will succeed in Afghanistan 
time alone will show.

India being part of the Quad grouping puts it in the opposite 
camp. Clear attempts by Pakistan and China, silently 
supported by Russia, to keep India out of deliberations on 
the future of Afghanistan at Moscow and Doha are indicative 
of a design. An effort to marginalize India in the regional 
imbroglio, despite there being a strong people to people 
bond between Afghanistan and India, is quite obvious.

The flow of the refugees from Afghanistan which has already 
commenced is likely to turn into a flood as Taliban atrocities 
increase, thus leading to destabilization. This humanitarian 
crisis will affect all countries of the region including India. 
Jihadis masquerading as refugees to further the terrorism 
agenda is a distinct possibility. 

Global Effect

The Indo Pacific region is the focus of global attention today. 
As China flexes its muscle to emerge as a global power 
in competition with the US, its initial intent is to achieve 
regional dominance with its aggressive and expansionist 
policies. China’s support for the Taliban regime has to be 
viewed from the prism of its expansionist agenda.

 Keeping its past in mind, Taliban’s promotion of Afghanistan 
as a breeding ground for terrorism may well be a danger 
signal for global security. Coupled with drug trafficking, 
the notoriety of Taliban as a destabilizing and destructive 

factor on the global scene would be difficult to live down. 
Thus, while China may seek to take advantage of the current 
situation to push its geo-strategic agenda in Afghanistan, the 
international community is likely to put curbs on Taliban’s 
disruptive policies.

Pakistan has reason to feel euphoric over its success in 
ensuring a compliant Taliban regime in Afghanistan. It 
may be hoping that it may use the Afghan jihad factory to 
create further turbulence in J&K over time. However, it has 
also to be prepared for a massive influx of refugees from 
Afghanistan, some of whom may further ignite the flames 
of terrorism within Pakistan! After all terrorism is a double-
edged weapon from which Pakistan has claimed to have 
suffered in the past.

Effect on India 

India does not have contiguous borders with Afghanistan 
which can lead to large influx of refugees. However, strong 
people to people linkages, respect for India’s progressive role 
in the development of Afghanistan, a secular and somewhat 
similar Indian culture, comparatively low-cost medical care, 
modern education facilities and above all a welcoming nature 
make India an attractive destination for the fleeing Afghans.

While fully open to providing humanitarian assistance, India 
is concerned about the infiltration of jihadis in the garb of 
refugees to fulfil the Pakistani agenda of destabilizing India. 
With the second largest Muslim population of the world 
residing in India, attempts at disrupting the unity and integrity 
of the country have repeatedly been made in the past and this 
trend is unlikely to change, thanks to the machinations of 
hostile neighbors. India has to steadfastly guard against such 
an eventuality. 

An inimical neighborhood dictates the necessity of keeping 
a modernized military ready to defend against multifarious, 
evolving and perceived threats. The likelihood of a two 
front threat cannot be ruled out. The nation will do well to 
allocate additional resources for this purpose, thus providing 
wherewithal for the military to accomplish its mandated 
tasks.

The Taliban takeover of Afghanistan increases the possibility 
of greater turbulence in J&K. There can be major attempts at 
infiltrating motivated jihadi insurgents in larger numbers to 
raise the level of insurgency. However, for the last 32 years 
the Indian military has successfully contained insurgency 
and combated all attempts at expanding it. As a professional 
and disciplined force, it has indeed brought about a degree of 
peace and stability in the troubled state. It has the capability 
and expertise to tackle any enhanced threats. Thus, on this 
score, we need to rule out any pessimism and depend on the 
ever-reliable military to deliver, as always.  

-Shubhankar Dhulia
 Class XI
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Out of all the nations in the Indian subcontinent, 
Sri Lanka is the most prosperous, with the best 
social indicators, and yet is in the middle of a self-
inflicted economic crisis. At face value, this crisis 
has two primary causes. 

First, the Sri Lankan rupee is free falling. A 
nation that imports most essential commodities, 
Sri Lanka cannot afford to have its currency 
plummeting. Suddenly, importers are unable to 
complete payments, and the population resorted 
to hoarding. A new “Commissioner General of 
Essential Services” is unlikely to stop Sri Lankan 
citizens desperate enough to form long queues 
outside shops, while covid ravages the nation. 
This is a self-perpetuating cycle of inflation, made 
extremely dangerous by the country’s dependence 
on imports of essential items like kerosene, rice 
and cooking oil. 

The second is the collapse in the tourism industry, 
perpetuated by coronavirus. Sri Lanka is adding 
almost 6,000 new patients per day. For context, 
when put in proportion with their population, a 
similar caseload would amount to 4,000,00 (four 
lakh) new Indians getting infected per day. Tourists 
are understandably staying away. 

In part due to the central bank’s confusing policies, 
there is almost no trust in the Sri Lankan Rupee. 
The lack of foreign currency that tourists bring with 
them has made a bad situation worse. Sri Lanka’s 
foreign exchange is now a third of its previous 
value from a few years ago, and the government 
is resorting to disastrous protectionist measures to 
save itself, reminiscent of pre 1991 India. 

But the root of the problem is probably deeper. 
Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister, Mr. Rajapaksa, fresh 
from selling his family’s home port of Hambantota 
to the Chinese,  recently made a flash decision to 
transform his country into a fully organic nation. 
To this effect, he immediately banned all pesticides 
and manure in Sri Lanka. His cabinet members, 
most of whom are family members probably busy 
adjusting into their new homes, did not protest. 
While Mr. Rajapaksa was bragging to the United 
Nations about this “achievement”, ministers at 
home were dealing with the “transitory shock” by 
promising to magically procure organic manure 
for the entire nation soon. 

Some compare this policy (which was drafted sans 
any consultation with scientists) to Mao’s decision 
to exterminate sparrows in China, which grossly 
affected agricultural output leading to mass famine.

After this disastrous decision, the tea industry is 
expected to suffer a 50% loss in production. Since 
it comprises 10% of all exports, nearly 1.5 billion 
dollars of exports are now in jeopardy (The nation’s 
foreign reserves in the month of July: 2.3 billion 
USD). Similar effects are expected on a variety of 
other agricultural industries, including cinnamon, 
85% of which originates from Sri Lanka. Vegetable 
sellers are already protesting these policies while 
openly displaying their rotten produce. 

While the effects might be eventually mitigated 
using better organic technology as well as 
negotiating higher prices for purer products, the 
crisis is imminent and the losses are unexpectedly 
sudden. A former Central Bank governor has 
commented on how this decision threatens the 
food security of Sri Lanka. This is a lone voice 
of dissent, standing against scores of Sri Lankan 
media whose owners are big business houses. 
These media houses blamed fear mongering and 
hoarding for the situation. 

Furthermore, due to the policy being constructed 
entirely without consultation with experts, it seems 
to have little scientific backing. Other regulatory 
regimes have stated that “organic farming is much 
more of an ideology that has the least science and 
is largely irrational”. The government is yet to 
explain why some overuse of chemicals warrants 
banning them entirely, and why the decision was 
taken in such a flawed manner. 

If nothing else, this serves as a lesson to the rest of 
the world. It is a reminder that while checks and 
balances might be slow, they are necessary for a 
reaffirmation of the democratic decision making 
process. Leaders must be forced to prove the 
validity of their policies, and answer questions 
about the implementation as well as the idea. A 
democratic dictatorship to India’s south will, sadly, 
remain just one of many examples that prove this. 

Meanwhile, we can only wish Sri Lankans the best 
of luck!

Mrinank Chandar
Class XII Hum.
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Organic Toxicity in Sri Lanka The Maharaja No More
In 1978 Indian industrialist J.R.D Tata opened 
the newspaper to discover that the government 
had ousted him as chairman of Air India, the 
airline he had founded in 1932 and operated 
even after its nationalization in 1953. He called 
his secretary to ask if the story of his sacking 
was accurate. She replied that his successor, a 
former Air Marshal, was already making himself 
comfortable in his chair.

Air India became the world’s first all-jet airline. 
Still, from the mid-70s onwards, air India came 
to lose its stellar reputation, heavily overstaffed 
and bureaucratic, with plummeting service 
standards. This meant the airline defined the 
word inefficient in 1978. After the crash of a 
Boeing 747, then prime minister Morarji Desai 
Desai divested Mr. Tata of chairmanship.

It was only in 1986 that he was restored to the 
post. However, air India was still relatively 
profitable given its near-monopoly over Indian 
skies. Still, this decision in 2007 to merge 
Air India and Indian airlines spelled financial 
disaster for both entities. I think in hindsight that 
everybody can say anything but the fact is that it 
was a well-intentioned merger that went south.
Changing work cultures, a massive order of 
aircraft from Boeing and airbus, and the entry of 
competitors like Indigo meant air India began to 
bleed financially from 2009 to 2010.

Tata, who died in 1993, often said that his job at 
Air India was to shield the airline from the central 
government in Delhi. No doubt the sentiment 
contributed to his sacking—and was justified. 
After his exit, the flag carrier entered a spiral. 
In recent years it was losing nearly three million 
dollars a day. The operating costs far exceeded 
the business average. Perhaps realizing this, the 
government began trying to offload Air India in 
2001. Still, transactions frequently floundered 
over financial terms demanded by the Indian 
Government. 

Now in 2021, Tata Sons Pvt. was selected as 
the triumphant bidder for India’s flag carrier, 
ending decades of attempts to privatize a money-
losing and debt-laden airline and potentially 
ending years of taxpayer-bailouts, that’s kept 
the company viable. Tata Sons, which initially 
launched Air India Ltd. with a namesake branding 
in 1932, bid ₹ 18,000 crores ($2.4 billion) as an 

enterprise value for Air India.

Tuhin Kanta Pandey, the top bureaucrat at India’s 
Department of Investment and Public Asset 
Management, stated at a briefing on Friday that 
the government aims to complete the transaction 
by the end of 2021. The high-profile sale 
profited Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who 
had embarked on a privatization plan to plug a 
widening resources deficit, validating his stand 
of the state staying away from most businesses. 
For Tata Sons, Air India adds a third airline brand 
to its stable and gives it access to more than a 
hundred planes, thousands of trained pilots and 
crew, and lucrative landing and parking slots 
worldwide.

The sale of Air India to a private player has been 
in the offing for a long time. The Tata Group 
started Air India in 1932, but in 1947, as India 
gained Independence, the government bought a 
49% stake in the airline. In 1953, the government 
purchased the remaining stake, and Air India was 
nationalized. For the next several decades, the 
national carrier dominated Indian skies. However, 
with economic liberalization and the growing 
presence of private flyers, this dominance came 
under serious threat. Ideologically too, the 
government running an airline did not quite gel 
with the mantra of liberalization.

The first attempt to reduce the government’s stake 
— disinvestment — was made in 2001 under the 
NDA government. But that attempt — to sell a 
40% stake — failed. As the viability of running 
the airline worsened with every passing year, it 
was clear to all, including the government, that 
sooner or later, the government would have to 
privatize the airline. 

Although it can be argued that if the government 
had run the airline well, it could have made 
profits and paid off the debts. From the Tatas’ 
viewpoint, apart from the emotional aspect of 
regaining control of an airline they started, Air 
India’s acquisition is a long-term bet. The Tatas 
are anticipated to invest far more than what they 
have paid the government if this trade works for 
them.

-Vihan Shukla
 Class X
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